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Government, on principles just to the several Colonies,
Sir EL Parkes insisted that, whatever might be the decision
of the Conference, it would be playing at federation if they
attempted to create a federal Government with anything
less than the full powers of a federal Government. He was
as anxious to preserve the proper rights and privileges of
the Colony of New South Wales as any one could be of
preserving the proper rights and privileges of the Colony
of Victoria. But the federal Government must be a Govern-
ment of power. It must be a Government especially armed
with plenary power for the defence of the country. It
must be a Government armed with plenary power for the
performance of other functions pertaining to a national
Government, such as the building of ships, the enlistment
of soldiers, and the carrying out of many works in the
industrial world which might be necessary for the advance-
ment of a nation. It might be wise that some of these
powers should come into force with the concurrence of the
State or Provincial Legislatures. It might be wise to
stipulate for some kind of gradation in approaching the full
powers of the federal Government, or before consummating
its full power; but that it should be in design, from the
very first, a complete legislative and executive Government,
suited to perform the grandest and the highest functions of
a nation, could not, he thought, be a matter of doubt. He
asked the members of the Conference to keep in mind the
fact that they represented the whole population of Aus-
tralasia*, that in that population there was a wide, rapidly
increasing wave of men Australian born, many of them
standing as it were in the early dawn of manhood. In
supporting the resolution, Sir Samuel Griffith again insisted
that there could be no real federation without a federal
executive; while a federal executive must, in order to give
effect to its decrees, have a federal revenue, which could
only be raised by the direct representatives of the people.
5ha advantages of federation, like everything else, would